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Hayden is equally 
academically talented 
and involved in 
myriad extracurricular 
activities. During his 
high school career, 
Hayden enrolled in 
the most rigorous 
courses, including 10 
Advanced Placement 
courses. He also earned 
the prestigious AP 
Capstone Diploma.

Hayden is a 
dedicated student-
athlete, competing in 
cross-country, winter 
track and spring track 
and was a Division 
scorer for the long 
jump. Hayden understands the importance of community 
service as he has been an avid member and patrol leader of 
Boy Scout Troop 656 throughout high school. His years of 
service and dedication culminated in his earning Eagle Scout 
honors, the highest rank available to scouts. 

Hayden said that scouting has opened his eyes to the 
volunteer opportunities available in Wantagh and the school 
community. He is a member of the Wantagh Animal Rights 
and Recycling Club and a volunteer at Tackapausha Museum 
and Preserve. In addition to school and volunteering, Hayden 
has worked as a plant caretaker, helper and salesperson at A & 
M Seasonal Corner in Massapequa for the past two years.

Assistant Principal Nick Pappas said that the faculty 
describes Hayden as humble and kind. “Hayden took pride 
in his studies, was always dedicated to his schoolwork, helped 
others that struggled, expressed the importance of being 
prepared with any task at hand and surpassed any obstacle 
that was in his way,” Mr. Pappas said. “Hayden is a true 
Wantagh Warrior.”

As well as being 
valedictorian, Melanie is an 
Advanced Placement Scholar 
with Distinction and earned 
the AP Capstone Diploma. 
She also received a gold 
medal for research at The 
Al Kalfus Long Island Math 
Fair and is a former third-
place winner in the Nassau 
County Envirothon. Melanie 
is an officer in the National 
Art Honor Society, National 
English Honor Society and 
National Honor Society 
and is also a member of the 
National Science, Tri-M Music 
and World Language honor 
societies. As student council 
president, Melanie attended 
Board of Education meetings, where she served as a liaison between 
the Board and the high school and presented information about high 
school activities. 

In addition to working on a project to acquire the Girl Scouts of 
America Gold Award, Melanie is a member of the Academic Team 
and is an officer in the Asian Culture Club, Band Council, Class of 
2021, General Organization, Mathletes, Minds Matter Club, Science 
Olympiad and World Food Club. She also volunteers at the National 
Museum of Mathematics in New York City. 

Melanie was selected as the winner of the 2020 Yale Synapse 
and Yale Scientific Magazine scholarship contest and had her entry 
“Why Society” featured in the prestigious magazine. She was also 
designated as Long Island Young Scholar of Mathematics by the 
Institute of Creative Problem Solving for Gifted and Talented 
Students. 

Assistant Superintendent for Instruction Dr. Marc Ferris 
described Melanie as joyful, an avid reader and a person interested in 
lifelong learning. He said Melanie is a student “who wants to see the 
world as it is and has the courage to use her voice.”

Introducing
Salutatorian Hayden Maitra
Weighted GPA – 106.1
Binghamton University – Mechanical Engineering 

Valedictorian Melanie Volz
Weighted GPA – 107.2

Harvard University – Financial Economics and Mathematics

Wantagh’s TOP students



The Wantagh High School Class of 
2021 overcame the academic obstacles 
faced during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and its 221 graduates enjoyed a restored 
celebration during the high school’s 66th 
annual commencement exercises. The 
graduates’ spirits and appreciation for 
family, friends and faculty were evident as 
they proudly processed onto Lawrence Field 
on June 18 as the band played “Pomp and 
Circumstance,” followed by the national 
anthem, under the batons of senior drum 
majors Sydney Gallo and Elise Page. 

In his welcoming remarks, Principal Dr. 
Paul Guzzone told the graduates that the 
way they carried themselves during this 
“year for the ages” was commendable. He 
said, “You have set a new standard that all 
classes will have to adhere to.” Dr. Guzzone 
also told the class they are better prepared 
to take on a world that is different than 
anything we ever knew. 

During his Superintendent’s Address, 
John McNamara described the celebration 
as the most important graduation ceremony 
to take place on Lawrence Field. “Today 
is about being reconnected to the world,” 
Mr. McNamara said. “Us being together 
to celebrate is the point [of a graduation 
ceremony].”

Continuing the theme of the students’ 
resiliency, Board of Education President 
Adam Fisher explained, “Being here 
together is a testament to how far we’ve 
come.” He also noted that the graduates 
are stronger than ever, having adapted 
to their COVID-19 environment, but 
acknowledged that the world will continue 
to throw them curveballs, challenges for 
which they are prepared.

Senior Class Co-President Christopher 
Morale reflected on high school experiences 

and remarked that Wantagh helped to 
shape the seniors as individuals. Co-
President Dominick Rossi prepared a 2021 
time-capsule letter for the class and noted 
the importance of “encapsulating their time 
together.”

Introduced by Assistant Principal 
Nick Pappas, salutatorian Hayden Maitra 
told his peers that most of his time in 
Wantagh has been filled with uncertainty 
and unpredictable events. “It is in this 
reflection that I realized, as a citizen of 
Wantagh, the only certainty is that we will all 
overcome uncertainty.” Hayden continued, 
“Throughout all of the chaos, good and 
bad, over the past four years, we were bent 
and twisted but never broke.” 

Valedictorian Melanie Volz, introduced 
by Assistant Superintendent for Instruction 
Dr. Marc Ferris, said she did not see herself 
as being a singular valedictorian. “As I 
walked the halls, I didn’t just see you all as 
my classmates and friends, but rather I saw 
mini valedictorians, each in their own right.” 
She also said the class’s story together does 
not end during graduation. “As graduates of 
Wantagh High School, you will carry a piece 
of our town with you wherever life guides 
you for … this community is a defining 
component of your character.”

After the celebratory speeches 
concluded, the Class of 2021was presented 
and each of the graduates walked across 
the dais to receive their Wantagh medal 
and diploma from members of the 
Administration and the Board of Education. 
After Mr. Fisher recognized the seniors as 
alumni, the graduates threw their caps in a 
traditional cap toss, marking their move on 
to new academic adventures and closing a 
special chapter of their lives.    

Class of 2021 Graduates With

Legacy of ResilienceLegacy of Resilience

Class of 2021 

Spotlight
Number of diplomas granted ............................

............ 222

Graduation rate ............................
............................

.99.1%

Number of Advanced Regents Diplomas with Honors .... 57 

 Advanced Regents ............................
.................... 124

 Regents Diplomas with Honors ............................
..... 1

 Regents Diplomas ............................
....................... 33

Percentage of students attending higher education .... 94.2

Wantagh Dollars for scholars recipients:
Jillian Balkunas (Gennaro Avvento/Fran Barton/Jeffrey Librett Memorial Scholarship), Gina Calise (A&F Consulting Services Inc./Iavarone Brothers of Wantagh/Wantagh Inn Scholarship), Amanda Ciaramella (Wantagh High School Class of 1957 Scholarship), Sierra Crowley (Memisha Family Scholarship), Lauren Daniels (Bendetti/Como/Norkus Family Scholarship), Margaret Gates (Sandra Simpson State Farm Insurance Agency/L.I. Architecture Studio Scholarship), Kaden Ireland (Charles J. Schweibert Memorial Scholarship), Grace Kane (Michael F. Kelly & Andrea L. Macario Memorial Scholarship), Anjelica Meagher (James & Eileen Castro/Lillian Eastlund/Bruce P. Stevens Memorial Scholarship), Robert Spiteri (Gregory Westhoff Memorial Scholarship), Shannon Sullivan (Bauer/Memisha/Peragine Family Scholarship), Melanie Volz (Lt. John Garvey & Joan Garvey Memorial Scholarship)



Wantagh Middle School faculty 
and parents joined in celebrating the 
advancement of 219 eighth grade students, 
who will meet more rigorous academic 
challenges upon entrance into the high 
school, during the annual 2021 Crossing 
Over Ceremony on June 15. For the first 
time, the exercises were held on the school’s 
front lawn during two separate functions. 

After students Juliet Azzariti, Emma 
Burns, Ryan McGlade and Julianna 
Tsempelis led the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Gabriel Avitabile, Michael Avitabile, 
Ashlee Fucarino, Alexandra Gaal, Isabella 
Kugal, Skylar Mondelli, Aditya Pasricha,  
Catherine Russo and Bridget Toscano 
reflected on their memories of middle 
school and speculated on the challenges 
and opportunities at the high school. 

Principal Anthony Ciuffo remarked that 

he and the faculty are thrilled to be able 
to celebrate the Crossing Over Ceremony 
in person, outdoors and with Wantagh 
Middle School as the backdrop. He also 
encouraged the graduates to make a 
difference in another person’s life. 

“It is important to remember that 
money is spent, accolades fade, but people 
who make a difference stay in your heart 
always,” Mr. Ciuffo said. “You all have the 
power to create your own legacy, achieve 
greatness and always be remembered for 
making a positive difference in the lives of 
others.”

After the celebratory speeches 
concluded, Assistant Principal  
Dr. Stephanie Scolieri called the names 
of the students one by one as they walked 
across the dais to receive their certificates 
from Mr. Ciuffo.  

Forest Lake, Mandalay 
and Wantagh elementary 
fifth grade students marked 
an important academic 
milestone as they attended 
individual moving-up 
ceremonies held outside 
and on the lawns of their 
respective schools. Each 
celebration was punctuated 
with musical interludes that 
added to the sentimental 
occasions. 

Principals Dr. Randee 
Bonagura, Marie Pisicchio 
and Jessica Zimmer 
congratulated the students 
on this momentous 

academic accomplishment 
and assured them that they 
are well prepared for the 
challenges they will meet in 
middle school this fall. 

During her address to 
Wantagh Elementary School 
students, Dr. Bonagura said, 
“You have learned what it 
means to be good citizens,” 
and then encouraged the 
graduates to work hard, 
be humble about their 
accomplishments, have 
a positive attitude, get 
involved, follow the golden 
rule and be willing to keep 
learning.

Upon conclusion of the 
ceremonies, the students 
joined their peers and 
family members, at which 
time they thanked their 
teachers and said goodbye to 
classmates until the fall.

Ready to Meet New Academic Challenges New Academic Challenges 

Ready for Middle School’s Academic Challenges 
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